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Waking up bright and early to 
fix up a beautifully layered 
three-bread stuffing, to set the 

table with the fine china plates and crystal 
glassware, and to make sure the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving 
Parade was 
on so nobody 
would miss 
out on their 
favorite 
floats, local 
dad Hank 
Cohen 
reportedly ruined his family’s Thanksgiving 
feast just by being there at all. According to 
sources close to the family, Cohen, while 
a loving and charismatic father, just can’t 

overcome the crippling lameness that is 
being a dad in his mid forties enough to 
have any sort of relevance in his family’s 
life.
     “You know, I just love them, because, in 

a lot of ways, 
they are 
me,” Hank 
said of his 
family as he 
whispered 
“you can 
do this” to 
himself in 

an attempt to muster up the courage to 
walk into his son’s room and wake him 
up for the festivities. “What we have is an 
irreversible bond, a love that can never be 

broken.”
     “He’s alright I guess,” said Thomas 
Cohen, the 15-year-old son of Hank, as 
he refreshed the same reddit page on his 
phone. “He just… He’s a guy that is just 
there, you know? He’s not really horrible in 
any major way, which actually, now that I’m 
thinking about it, may be a fault. Maybe if 
he was just horrible he’d have some sort of 
thing, some sort of personality. Right now 
he mostly just listens to rock music and 
makes dinner.”
     After the Thanksgiving dinner was 
served and the dishes were cleaned, the 
family went outside and pretended to enjoy 
a game of touch football.
     “He thinks we enjoy this, so we just 
kind of go along with it,” said Jenny Cohen, 
Hank’s 23-year-old daughter, as she acted 
like she was paying attention while her 
father laid out an extensive play. “He’s 
innocent though, so we just sort of play 
along. It’s funny, acting like you’re having 
fun can almost be like having fun, but it’s 

really not the same.” 
     When asked whether or not they 
thought they were taking their father’s love 
and care for granted, especially at a time 
where giving thanks is part of the holiday 
spirit, Thomas and Jenny responded, in 
unison, “No, not really.”

Dad ruins Thanksgiving by 
showing up
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“He’s not really horrible in 
any major way, which actually, 

now that I’m thinking about 
it, may be a fault.”

www.texastravesty.com8 • NEWS Travesty Fact #21: Pierced nipples were invented for babies with weak mouths •9

AUSTIN —  Despite his tight budget, college student Steve Lando is still buying 
bottled water for some reason. “I love the way filtered water tastes coming out 
of that plastic teat. Plus, it gives me an opportunity to recycle,” said Lando, as he 
placed a framed picture of a compost pile above his hearth. “Where would the world 
be if I was drinking water out of a glass? I am saving the earth one empty water 
bottle at a time.” At press time, Lando was seen emptying water bottles into the 
Littlefield Fountain. 

College student on budget buying bottled 
water for some reason

HOUSTON —  Ambivalently excited to see what’s on the market, single man 
Jonathan Augustine is looking to talk to some girls tonight—just not to that one, or 
that one, or any of the ones over there. “I’m finally ready to put myself out there and 
start meeting some girls—not necessarily that cute one over there—she probably 
has a boyfriend. And I would go talk to the girl by the bar, but she’s probably not 

my type. I also might be a little sick,” reasoned 
the indecisive Augustine, feeling like tonight 
just probably isn’t the night. “I mean if I go talk 
to that girl and it goes well, will she want to 
start dating me? I have to go out of town next 
weekend and wouldn’t be able to see her, so it’s 
probably best if I avoid that possible conflict.” 
At press time, Augustine could be seen swiftly 
averting his gaze after making accidental eye 
contact with a girl at another table.

Single man ready to mingle, but not with her, 
or her

AUSTIN —  Following the recent introduction of a highly controversial policing 
technique, a study conducted by St. Louis Community College-Florissant Valley found 
that unarmed black teens are indeed less likely to commit crimes once they have 
been shot by police. “We’ve had a hunch about this for quite some time,” said Officer 
Guy Whitman, pausing to yank his pants up by the belt loops and hock a generous 
phlegm-like loogie into a water bottle, which was doubling as a dip-spit container. 
“We experienced a lot of backlash from people calling this policy ‘vile,’ ‘atrocious,’ and 
‘reminiscent of Hitler’s Germany,’ but we know it works. It’s a simple fact: the policy is 
proven to be 100% effective.” As of press time, Whitman could be seen speeding away 
in his 2001 Ford F-150 after stealing several packs of cigarillos from a convenience 
store, the confederate flag whipping in the wind behind him.

Study finds unarmed black teens less likely to 
commit crimes once shot by police

AUSTIN —  Twenty-year-old UT student, Kylie Lovelace, can hardly contain her 
excitement to fake new and relaxing hobbies of stamp collecting and gardening this 
winter break, sources say. “I’d hate for anybody to know I’ll be spending all break 

sitting in my room watching Mushishi,” 
said Lovelace as she photoshopped herself 
into a Better Homes and Gardens ad. “I 
mean, actually gardening during winter 
break would be, like, tough, you know? 
Because it’s FREEZING out. But I need 
to give my followers some sort of, like, 
gesture of my outdoorsiness.” As of press 
time, Lovelace was seen changing her 
LinkedIn profile picture to a photo of a 
rare stamp of a bald eagle attacking a Nazi.

Area women excited to fake having hobbies 
for winter break

DALLAS —  Local reports suggest that, despite his incessant squalling for at least 
35 minutes now, newborn Harry Davis doesn’t know the half of it. “I mean, the kid’s 
never even read a damn newspaper,” said Davis’s father, Patrick, while distractedly 
tipping spoonfuls of Whole Foods Organic Happy Baby Mush down the child’s throat. 
“What’s he got to complain about? All the tiny brat does is lounge in his $300 crib and 
bawl his eyes out for no reason. You know what I saw today? A container full of Syrian 
refugees was found in Slovenia—all dead. Asphyxiated. All of them. Jesus.” At press 
time, Patrick was seen vainly trying to explain modern slavery and the inequality of 
neoliberal economics to the recalcitrant little shit.

Crying baby doesn’t even know the worst of it
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IOWA CITY, IA —  In the wake of a heartbreaking tragedy that caused the death of 
some random sound kid, the Iowa City Theater Troupe is mourning the failure of their 
attempt to get rid of a particular cast member by pushing over a floodlight. “We’re all 
just trying to manage at this point,” said understudy Katie Jacobson while holding back 
tears. “I just can’t believe it didn’t hit Madison Smith, whose dad just paid for her to 
get this part. We’ve been trying to kill her for months.” At press time, Jacobson could 
be seen throwing away an invitation to the sound kid’s memorial service, which will be 
held next Sunday at the local Baptist church.

Falling flood light crushes wrong theater kid 

OAK CLIFF, TX —  During a trip to visit his Abuelita Terca, Rory Canales’ 
grandmother sat him down at the dinner table and refused to blink until he asked 
for seconds. “I only wanted to drop off a forged will 
leaving her ‘64 Mustang in my name, but she already 
had a plate of mole ready for me,” said Canales, 
scooping a spoonful of mole into his mouth. “Her 
coke-bottle eyeglasses were unmoving. I think I saw 
mothballs in her eyelashes.” At press time, Caneles 
finally broke and asked for seconds before throwing 
the leftover mole into his pants pocket. 

Grandmother refuses to blink until you ask 
for seconds

AUSTIN —  Local man Corey Cody is eagerly looking forward to his doctor 
appointment this afternoon, when he plans to impress the nurse with his improved 
height and weight. “I’ve filled most of my cavities with coins to increase my weight, 
and I’m wearing five pairs of socks to look taller,” said Cody as a penny fell out of his 
mouth. “Maybe this time the nurse will tell me I’m a big boy.” As of press time, Cody 
was last seen trying to fit a Sacajawea dollar up his nose.

Area man hopes to impress nurse with his 
height and weight this time

PEORIA, IL —  Despite countless opportunities for convenient communication, 
Francis Stilmore’s once tight knit high school friend group has fallen almost 
entirely out of contact, except for a single group chat hanging on by a thread. “We 
used to talk about life and the mysteries of the universe and the cheat codes to our 
favorite video games, but ever since college started, things have taken a turn,” said 
Stilmore, who—as the one remaining active 
member—constantly refreshes the phone in his 
two-in-one wallet phone case. “I think their 
phones must be broken or something, because 
nobody responds to my conversational gold.” 
At press time, Stilmore had just messaged the 
group about whether or not anyone had seen 
the new Star Wars trailer.

Group chat from high school hanging on by thread

LOS ANGELES —  Despite the fact that he had consulted numerous sources, single 
father Greg Reynolds is unsure of the appropriate way to address his daughter’s recent 
breast augmentation. “I’ve been searching for tips everywhere. I borrowed every book 
in the parenting section,” sighed Reynolds, 
flipping through the local library’s copy of What 
to Expect When You’re Expecting. “For whatever 
reason, none of the experts have any advice for 
how a father is supposed to deal with this type 
of situation.” As of press time, Reynolds was still 
unable to make eye contact or speak coherently to 
his confused but now well-endowed daughter.

Area dad not sure whether to acknowledge 
teen daughter’s new boobs

BIRMINGHAM, AL —  During her three-year-old daughter’s naptime this Monday, 
local mom Fran Norwood hoped to impart her long-held racist views to her child 
subconsciously by whispering them into her ear as she slept. “There’s no way she 
would accept these blatantly hateful and prejudiced views through reason, so I need to 
communicate my message while she slumbers,” explained Norwood through her hood, 
as she welcomed her new neighbors with a burning cross in their front yard. “Twenty 
years down the road, she’ll be writing a manifesto on her blog and she won’t even know 
why.”  At press time, Norwood was leaning over her child, reciting The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn and leaving out every word that isn’t a slur.

Area mom passing on racist legacy to 
sleeping toddler
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PITTSBURGH — During a particularly riveting episode of Cake Boss, avowed 
McDonald’s fan Rick Humpf discovered that the second commercial break was 
just long enough for him to eat seven Filet-o-Fish.  “Most of these commercial 
breaks are just long enough for three Filet-o-Fish, or perhaps two and a side of 
fries, or one whole McRib. Trust me, I’ve done the math,” said Humpf, picking an 
especially unsavory crumb o-fish out of his goatee. “I think I’ve either accepted 
my powerlessness against the capitalist machine we call television advertising or 
I just can never get enough of the greasy, gooey Mickey D sandwich. Either way, 
bring on the commercials. More, more, I say.” At press time, Humpf was found 
wolfing down a truly unholy McFlurry-McGriddle combination while he waited 
for Property Brothers to come back on. 

Commercial break just long enough to eat seven 
Filet-o-Fish

AUSTIN — After selecting ten hand-sized mirrors at the local CVS, narcissist 
Billy D. Dang decided to use the self-checkout lane. “Huh, this tabloid cover 
photo of The Sexiest Man Alive George Clooney sure reminds me of myself,” 
said Dang, his voice loud enough for the entire store to hear. “My girlfriend’s 
mom just died, but did you notice I got my septum pierced?” As of press time, 
Dang was seen waiting for the automatic doors to close so he could check out his 
reflection one more time.

Narcissist uses self-checkout lane

TACOMA, WA — After a two year coma, a patient at Beacon Valley Hospital, 
Abel Hobbs, woke up to turn off an alarm on his fiancée’s cell phone before 
immediately slipping back into his coma. “That son of a bitch, I know he is 
faking it,” said Hobbs’ fiancée, Sierra Pitts, as she repeatedly punched Hobbs 
in the gall bladder, looking for signs of pain in his face. “Wake up and marry 
me you piece of trash coward!” As of press time, Hobbs remains comatose and 
single.

Man wakes up from coma to turn off alarm

CHICAGO — With a knowing wink and a sly smile, local Reverse Psychology 
major Jacob Esteban announced during his class presentation last Thursday 
that he was totally a virgin, and had 
definitely never engaged in coital acts of 
any sort. “I just can’t stress how much 
sex I’ve never had,” said Esteban while 
mime-drawing a chastity belt over his 
crotch area and throwing away the key. 
“I wouldn’t even know what to do with 
a girl, that’s how inexperienced I am.” 
At press time, Esteban could be seen 
shrugging his shoulders while pointing 
to his genitalia. 

Reverse psychology major claims he totally a virgin
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You think the meme life is easy, huh? You think you can just become 
a world class curator of dank memes on a whim? Well let me tell 
you, you dang heck. From the instant I wake up to the nanosecond 
before I sleep, I am memeing. I am the admin on hundreds of meme 
boards and meme aggregators that allow me to meme at maximum 
efficiency. There is not a second that goes by without me thinking 
about memes and dank original content. My dad used to tell me that 
memes are the fundamental basis of life, and I take that real frackin’ 
seriously. I am a dang meme machine and I bleed meme. So next 
time if you’re doubting my meme abilities or how hard I meme, just 
take a step back and think about how much more dank I am than 
you and how much I toil for memes. I’ll flipping end you, kid.

A word from the Vice President...

Sincerely,
Rohit Mandalapu
Curator of Memes

“Ramps available for your convenience.”

CHOOSING HARD DRUGS OVER CLOSE FRIENDSHIPS SINCE 1997


